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25X1X de Q Disouss the relative support for the Caanmist regime by Yugoslavian 
historic regions, such as Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, and Montenegro, 
in which of the provinces do the Communists enjoy most cor least support? | 
Bxepiain the reasons from a sociological eg well as a political stand- 


point. 


4. More then 80% of Yugoslavia'’s population ia engaged in agriculture. 
 Vermm are usually awall. Those in the barren districts of Lika, Dal- 
matian Zagora, ports of Bosnia and Hersegovina, “soatian Zegorje, 
o, and Macedonia are too email and unproductive to support 
theis owners. The reging openly admite that the Communist Youth Organi~ 
sation and the Peoples Youth Organisetion have made little progress 
omong the ponsants. The regime is trying to oreate a horisontel division 
vetaeen the poor and the rich farmera but has not been very successful 
because co little actual differense existe between the two groups. the | 
social organization in the villages has reteined a patrierchal character 
with the richer farmers considering 1t their duty ag moral and political 
leaders of the community to extend ald to the leas favored. Furthermore, 
the villages still try to be economloally self-sufficient, and the old 
rhagh ena regulating mutual aid and unremmerated comunity work are still 
orse. 


the agrarian reform was en attempt to win the farmera by playing on their 
greed for land. It was also designed to weaken the churches and the 
richer farmers, The measure proved a failure because there was insufficient 
lend available for redistribution. Very few large estates were still in 
existence and even those few had been greatly reduced in size by the _ 
agrarian reform instituted during the 1920'y. The measure also aroused 
public resentment beoruse it took land from the churches, This resent= 
ment was partioularly evident in Sordia, Herzegovina, Montenegro, ond 
Macedonia where the people are not only deeply religious but heve always 
regarded the priests as their temporal leaders in a contimous struggle 
for survival, During centuries of struggle against the Turks, these 
people received advice and assistance from their prioats and shelter in 
their monneteries. | 
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Other measures followed the agrarian reform. Farmers wore told wher'o, 

when, and what to plants; grain was ruthlessly taken from then; they were 
forced to Celiver largo percentages of their harvests at stipulated prices; 
they wero subjected to intimidation and arrest for non-sonpliance with 
regulations, and many were rooruited for the arny or for “voluntary” worl. 
The protracted periods of arc sorvice in osed upon tho youth of the nation 
have boen a proat financial blow to tho poorer farmors. eforo the war they 
rojiod upon tho finanoial support provided by the youngor meabers of their 
fexilies who wigratod to the citios for seasonal work and contrived to savo 
& largo portion of thoir nearer sularics to supplonent the farmers! inacequate 
OOP ULNES « ; ' 


Uncor theso circunstancos, it is obvious timt the regine cannot expect tho 
support of that O0fs of tho population wich 4s oma:od in acriculture. Sub- 
mission to tie regine is reluctant und teaporury and is tonpered by repeatod 
acts of sabotage. ‘armors would asswio an active partin any actiou dirocted 
toward overthrow of the rogine. Zhe forn such an action might tale depends 
upon the character of the national groups as molded by history. 


The Serbian farser is nost foored by the reine becauso ko is politically 
mature, his loyalty to tho Kin: is indisputable, and iis wind is acute onoug.2 
to perceive the real moanin; off any covernuental activa or propaganca. tio is 
Couragcous aad capable of frontal attuck, yet sufficiently pationt and coldly 
Calculating to use underground mothods if he considers then necessary. The 
Serbian faruer is tired of the rode and is ready to take action: against it 
if civon a proper signal and the assurance that ho vill not be abanconed in the 
middle of his fight. 


the rogino believes that Nontenopro is its most loyal region. The socret 
police, the Commumist Party, the Arny, and tho Goverment aro all crowded with 
Montonogrins whose barren land oarmot support there liuch of tho lViontonocriu 
population ronaining at home is depondort upon tho largess of job-holcim: 
rolativos. This situation coneraten at loast a show of loyalty toward the 
rogine which provides those Jobs. I bolieve, however, that liontenecro is an 
ideal rogion for the organization of an ofcetive underground. The veonle 
have rotainod their olan organization, thoir sense of honor is tromnendous, 
and they have an oriental horror of "losiug face." They aro intensely proud 
that thoy maintainod their indevendence whon all of thoir neishbors were con~ 
quored by the Turke. They havo a ty; 0 of Courace Wiieh borcere on Lisasitiy. 
A liontenegrin, for exanple, would not lic Corn to avoic a bullet les$ he he 
accused of foar. If tho people of woutonegro aro convinced thas tuoir onor 
requires thon to take ame against thc rogine, their rovolt will be most 
formidable. 


the Sroatien faruer is also rogarded by the regime as not very dangerous. 

The rogime knows that he too is not porticularly loyal, and that he would seize 
any favorable opportunity to turn against the regime. The regine belicvos, 
however, that the Uroatian fariier lactss the ability to organize a continuous 
Light. If he rebels it will be spontaneously, syoradically, anc vithout TO Lor 
leadership. Such a rebellion will bo easily crushed. The roglnoe :auy be oorrcet 
in this ovaluation. For any rovolt to be successful, antleregine sentiment 
nust bo orystallizod, the intollootuals sha'zon out of their apatiy, and the 
people organized and givon a Sloarly cefined foal. Tie desire for justico, 
freedom, and deconey will thon’ Pind oxpression in a Light whieh may talzc suo. 
form as is necessary. The creat prestigo of br lntchel: ane the King would help 
those who undertook this job. 


The samo considorations apply ih all the historic regions except Macedonia, 
Whore tho peasants have suffered so long under difforont mastors that they 
boliove no ono, They oro waiting but not fighting. Small groups might bo 
organized which would oormand somo help fron tho peasants, but I doubt that 
singedonians would entor wholeheartedly into an-out-anc-ou't Dignte 


Xe hat is the attitude of non—Commnist Croat politiolans of prewar cays, 
toword the Serbian group? Discuss also the status of the Sorbian 
Orthodox church axt the losau Jatholic church in rolutionshin te the repinuc. 


4le If it somotdiiies appears that the orthodox Vhurch ia nore friondly tovard 

the rogine than tho Jatholic, it doos not moan that. it is supporting tho 
rogimee It is only employing tactics which enable it to worl with mini: 
interference frou tho rogine, and poruuit it to give tho people sviritual 
leadershi», acvLoe, and moral strougth in this difficult pordiog. The 
prthodox vhurch dtsclf is as watriondly toward the regime and as anxious 
or its dormfall es the J urcr 

Approved For Release 2001/SRER-HSPS -01035R000100040016~1 

md) = 
SRORET 


